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Mr. Cachiſm, 


EZ Or your ſatisfa&tion | why I 
have ſeyerall times refuſed to 
ſubfcribe your Petition , You | 
may pleaſe tounderſtand, that 
for the good of the Common-weal, Coun« 
ty, or Pariſh wherein l)ive , I ſhall be al- 
ways ready and willing to give not only my 
hand, but my heart and purſe likewiſe: For 
the publike welfare whereof I havegbeene 
both active and paſlive for ſeyerall yearesto- 
gether. 

Burt for mee who am but a private Sub- 
je, AProteltant., and no Law-maker , to 
give my handin a Fatious way, and with- 
out command from Authority, to will, thr 
EE: fx 1 or ol rhere 


(2) 
there ſhall be no Biſhops, and that they ſhall 


' haveno voice inthe Houſe of Peeres , is a- 


gainſt my Conſcience , and that' light of 


Reaſon and Vnderſtanding which I havere- 
- ceived: And I dare not comply with the 
| Diſtempers of the people, ' and follow the 
ſtream of a Multitude to doe evill, on thele 
grounds — | 

Firlt, Becauſe I have by the Example and 
Recommendation of the Parliament”, ſo- 
lemnly taken the Proteſtation : Whereby 1 
haveſcriouſly Proteſted , to Maintaine and 
Defend as far as lawfully I may thetrue Re- 
formed Proteſtant Religion, expreſſed in the 


Dotrine of the Church of England, againſt 


all Popery, and Popiſh innovations, contra- 
y to the [aid Dodtrine. Now in the thirtic 
ixth Article of the ſaid expreſſed Dorine, 


the. Office of Biſhops is incluſiyely confir. 
med. | 


Secondly, I am engaged thereby alſo, to 


 Mmayntain and defend thePowers, and Pri- 

vileges of Parliaments, which is chiefly to 
| beunderſtood of the eſtabliſhed Laws con- 
- &rning the ſame. Now ſeverall Acts of Par- 


liament \ 


.. Gl 

liament doe not only confirme, as aforeſaid, 
the Office of a Biſhop, but by the powers 
and privileges of thoſe AQs of Parliament, 
they arealſo to fit as Members of the Lords 
Houſe. | | | 

Thirdly, Lam bound by the ſaid Prote- 
ſation, to mayntain and defend the lawyfull 
rights & liberties of the Subje& (Andif this 
extends to every ſubject in particular, much 


more to Parliament Men}. Now they be- 


ing ſubje&s, and their Rights and Liberties 
being lawfull, I am bound ro: mayntaine 
them as farre as lawfully I may , in thoſe 
lawfull Rights and Libertics. Ya , the 
making and repealing of Laws, for the good 
of the Common-wealth ,.is a ſpeciall and 

eculiar power, privilege, and right, proper 
pry to Parkam _ x ve 0 to be "26 
cedor coadted by mee being no Parliament 
man. For that may be lawtfull and war- 
rantablein my Governours t9:do by reaſon, 
which is alrogerher unlawtfull & unwarran- 
table in me to require by Will. This is rather 
to be a tyrannicall )udge , then alegall Wit- 


nefſe, to breake Lawes rather then preſerve 


them, 


(4) 
chem, andinſtead of Reformation to bring 
in Confuſion. 

_ Fourthly,lam likewiſe obliged ro mayn- . 
tain and defend the Kings Royall Perſon, 
Honour, and Eſtate, and to prelerye the V» 
niot and Peace berweene his three King- 
domes ( much more amongſt our ſelves.) 
Now there is no better way thereunto, then 
to keep his laws: For both the honour and 
_ theKing , the liberty and peace of 
the Kingdome , and welfare of them both, 
are involved in them. 

Fiftly, I am engagedalſoto oppoſe , as 
far as lawfully I may, and by all good ways 
and meanes to bring to condighe punifh- 
ment, all ſuch as ſhall either by force, pra 
; ice, Counlels, plots , or Conſpiracies, do 
anything to the contrary of any thing in that 
preſent Proteftation contained. How then 
dare [be fo farre from bringing to condigne 
puniſhment the offenders,rharl ſhall wilful- 
ly conſent tothe breach of it, and procute 0- 
thers thereunto, by practice, plots, conſpira- 
cies or the like ? » bak 

Sixthly , | am neither for hope, feare, fa- 

your, 


your, or ether reſpe& whatſoever, to relin- 
quiſh this promile, vow , and Proteſtation, 
much leſſe ro break it for the ſame ends, and 


to make ochers to doe the like ; This betray- 


ing others thereunto , and making them _ 


guilty of the breach of ſo ſolemne a Vow, 
Is an offence of an high nature both ro God 


and our Governonts. 
Finally , I am: not bound in any Article 


thereof, farther then Imay lawfully perform 


it, The Law bcing the harmonious ſcope, 
bounds, and limits of my ProteſtationAnd 
therefore I may not unlawtully doe any 
thing that may tend to the breach or contra- 
diction of any Article thereof. 

Moreover, the manner of the procced- 
ing doth not ſ{atisfie me. 

Firſt, Becauſe it is not done in that zight 
way it oughtto be; For that which is to go 
under the name of a County or Towne, 
ought to be farſt afſeated unto by the She- 


rifte, Tuſtice of peace, or other Magiſtrates 


- TeſpeRively,andthen the matter may be pub- 


likely propounded, and condiſcended unto 


or contradicted, that men may be encoura- 
oed 
O 


C4 


(Bl -- ... 
ged or diſſwaded, by good reaſons pro and 
con. 

And this is that lawvfull and uſuall way 
for Ele&tion of Knights and Burgeſfles for 
che Parliament, and of other Officers and 
Matters concerning the publike ; Wherefore 
Clandeſtine and ſurreptitious ations,going 
about from houſe to houſe by night, and 
without the conſent and commiſſion of au- 
thority , to engage people tothe breach of 
their proteſtation,and to make it as anact of 
a County or a Towne, andin a mannerto 
force men thereunto , are but unlawfull 
works of darknefſe, and will notendure the 
lighe. | | 

dh is juſtly to be feared that theſe 
ways are {iniſter in the Vndertakers , being 
wer7 probable that fome of them doe it our 
of 1} will, hatred and malice,as well to the 
Government as the Governours , or for fa- 
your andaffeion to ſome whom they ſup- 
pole it pleaſeth, or for gaine and profit , or 
feare of diſpleaſure of Land-lords and Cu- 
ſtomers,or for vain glory,thatirmay beſaid, 
This is the Babel which they have wrought 


with 


(7) 
with' their own hands. And ſome fey of 
theſe ſhall engage and prejudice others (and: - 
nes: Without cauſe as-it isto be. feared) by _. 
falſe informations and reaſonsro. make men: 3 
ſubſcribe. _ _— 155 ES. 

\Thizdly, The like ſiniſter proceedings ate 
Ao bei Gain che ſubſcriber. 

- Theſe kinds of wayes by Tumults and 
Multicades without -legall allegations and 
probations co.compalle that by will which 
you cannot obtaine by reaſon , is of a very 
dangerous confequence, and threatens the 
ſubverſion of all Law , Government, and- 
Govyernours, for which of them, bee they 
never ſogood, hall be ſecure, if the Mult- 
tude of diſtempercd people pleaſe to will 
the contrary? 

Theſe cauſe much diſtractions, Hinder 
the proceeding of the State , and'the reliefe 
of od 2 break our blefled Ynitie, 
and bring the actors within-the compaſle 
of a puniſhment from the law; of: God and, 
Maa, for not walking accordiug tothe-ex- 
preſſed Statutes contained therein. |, - 

Furthermore, this doth not agree _ 
that 


" Wye" 


| (8) SS 
that light of Reaſon, and Vnderſtarding; 
which God hathigiven.meto walk by, nor-. 
chat Chriſtian experience whictI haye/gais. 
ned underche Croſſe. 01h! 
Firſt, That forthe vice or abuſe of afy 
- thing, theright and Jawtulluſethereof, or 
execution of the office, ſhould berabvliſked? 
and taken away, or that for the preſent par. 
ticular offences of {ome, the innocent poſte-. 
rity ſhallſuffer; For I am-not convinced in 
my conſcience of the unlawfulneſle of the 
Office of a Biſhop, andama perſvwaded that 
there have beene- many of them godly ad 
zealous Martyrs for the Truth, and many of 
them remayne ſtill godly and religious pro- 
reftants. 
Secondly , Though time of proſperity 
hath madeſome of them guilty of foule of- | 
fences, and it may be with the children of 
| Tfrael they have nor worſhipped the true 
God as they ought, and have inclined to]- 
dolatry , and thereby juſtly provoked the 
Almighty to wrath and indignation againſt 
them : Yer I am perſwaded,that for the very 
execution of their Office x and the ay” 
1Ca 
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"Aicalllaws,'for the. unitieand peace! of the 
Church, they ſuffer inſtrumentally by divers 


ill affetedjra Government, or by ſuch as 
have beenpuniſhed by them for doing con- 
trary thereu nto:And it the like proceedings 


' may beſuffered againſtall: Iudges and other 


Executionersof the laws ofthe Kingdome, 
there ſhall bee no ſecyre execution of the 
law againſt offenders, and ſo wee ſhall live 
lawleſſe , and letinall manner of Diſorder, 
and Vice, Murther, Rapine, and the like. 
Thoſe Biſhops rather (under correion) 
that have done contrary tothe law, are to be 
puniſhed by the lawy, 'on due & true proofs, 
and not according to yeur wils, __ _. 
Thirdly,Becauſe that whichis or ſeems to 
be a prejudice now, may in Gods good time 
provea great beneft, We many times earne- 
{ly pray for-thoſe things which afterwards 
we heartilygive God thanks for not granting 
ourrequeſts, And this hath many times been 
for the removall of our preſent afflictions. I 
am confident if there were good caretaken 
(as theremaybe ) that good men may be 


made Biſhops, wee ſhall neyer repent of 
Fo B 2 their 


EE: (10) . 
- their lavyfull office or place, for 


mon-wealth, and farther,l know it is poſli- 
ble for ſome inferiours to execute the- Law 
and the Goſpell likewiſe, ina farremoreim- 
perious and Tyrannicall way then ſome Sus 
periours have done: WR 

Fourthly , That though there be Obſta- 
cles and Mountains inthe way and the ſup- 
poſed enemnies of Gods Church and Chil- 
dren; yetasI am a ChriſtianI dare not judge 
- them, or curſe them asmany doe, ortle any 
. unlawfull means to remove them, (orunder 
the pretence of pulling down.one Babel to 
ſet up another :) What David did by way of 
prediction ,'as hee wasa King and Propher, 
againſt the inveterate and incurable enemics 
of the Church of God , I as an ordinary 
Chriſtian ought not to doe; may live perad- 
venture toſce my enemies deſert upon-them, 
which [may notdefire to ſee. | 

I am to judge charicably of the ations 
and intentions of my Governours, whatl 
think peradyentureis for my hurt , may be 

Top 


(x1) 

intended,or at leaſtwiſe turned tomy good, 

I muſt walke:by the Rule of Gods Word, 
and follow the examples and precepts of 
- my Saviour , To pray for them that hate mee, 
- and to doe good to them that perſecute me, And 
; not: forget to pray for all that are in au- 
*thority , that I may livea godly life under. 
them inall peace and quietnefſe. Why may [ 
not ſufpe&rhat this long enjoyment of the 
_ Goſpetin peace and plenty. , hath: produced 
;evill effects in mee aſwell as in my Gover- 

nours 2 But be my Governours what they 
will Thave learned to obey all their Jawwfull 
commands , and thank God thatT may live 
underſo happy a.cormand, It they com» 
mand meto do no otherwiſe the what is juſt 
and right, I muſt and will willing)y doe it. 

Neither dare I negle&t. my. duty to them, 

though they forget theirs to me ; For their 

offtencesand negle&sto mee ſhall not excule 

mee to God nor them , for my offences 

and not performances of mine to either ot: 

them. | | 
Fifchly;l dare not but look at the hand of 


God, & not at theinſtrument only of my at- 
fictions, 


(12) 

flitions, I know nothing cani come to 
paſſe but by his permifſion, I am affured_ 
that ſinne is the prime cauſe of all my ſuffe- 
rings, and I feare that ingratiude in not be- 
ing thankſull, and walking worthy of thoſe 
great mercies received,hath been a principall 
cauſe why God hath ſhut up the hearts of 
{ome of our Governours at this preſent, as is 

much feared. | 
Sixthly , I know God will 'corre& his 
children for their ſins , andin the execution 
of his judgments on the World he will bes 
inat his owne houle , either to worke out 
s* 1n, orto worke ingrace, orto make that 
Grace more manifeſt which is already 
wrought. I know that the end of Gods 
correction is Reformation, till then, if ſmal- 
ler afflitions will not prevaile greater ſhall, 
ifnot one kind thenan'other,, if the ſword 
of our enemies doe not , the {words perad- 
venture of our own amongſt ourſelves ſhal, 
it not they , peradventure the Peſtilence, or 
the Famine, or ſome other ſhali. Sundry of 
which ſometimes come together , to let the 
World know, that our afflitions come not 
imme- 


(13) 
immediate from any oneſecondary & inſtru: 
mentall cauſe, butthatir is from the wil and 
pleaſure of the Almighty ſo to order and to: 
diſpoſe it , who will not take off his judge- 
mentsas the effes, till ourſins as the cauſes 
beremoved. 

Seventhly, I dare not uſe any unlawfull 
means to eaſe my affliction, I know no bet- 
ter way then by Humiliation and Prayerto 
God for a ſight of thoſe finnes whereby 1 
| haveprovoked him to wrath, and for grace, 
and true repentance for the ſame , and Re- 
miftion by the merits of my SaviourTeſas 
Chriſt; And then to apply my ſelfe with all 
diligence to all lawfull meanes to remove 
them, yetI am not to put too much conft- 
dence in them. I could never yet finde any 
benefit by impatience under the hand of the 
Almighty , I have found more affliftions 
procured thereby, and Iam aſſured that the 
Church and Children of God never loſt by 
patient ſuffering. 

Eighthly, As Iknow that Gods Decree in 
his determination of judgments ſhall be ful.- 
filled, ſoI am confidently afſared that _—_ 

the 


- 


* 


(14) | 


the time of his deliverance is come, all the: 


powet. and ſubtilty of the Devill and his. 
inftraments, as they ſhall go no further then. 
he hath limited them, ſo they ſhall not! hin-, 
derhim from taking oft this Rod when hee 
pleaſerh. For heis able to bring his willto 
paſſe by means, without means, and contra- 
ry to means. Rather then his children ſhall 
not haye their due reliefe, The Sea ſhall 


_ part, the Earth ſhall openand fiyallow up 


their adyerlaries; or fire ſhall come downe 


from Heaven and deſtroy them.. And this 


y\comfore Chriſtians, that God reignes 
and rules as Kingin Heayen, the cauſe of his 
Church and -Children is his, and he beholds 
and goyernes the inhabitants of the carth, 
he hath the hearts of all in his hand, hee can 
turnthem gr-overturn them when hee plea- 
{ſeth for the good' of his, When our ways. 


pleaſe him Heecan make out enemies beat. 


_ peace with us,and the ſame hand'to heale. vs 
_ thathath wounded ns, Itis he only thatcan 


make men'to be of one heart , ' and i@nc 


; minde , and tomake all things towork to- 


gether forthe beſt of them that love him. 
La 


(15) | 
have received full fatisfation., why Ihaye 
refuſed tofubſenbe., yer let mee alſureyou 
_ thatif thePazliamenr fhall chink fir ro aker 
that Government, I darenot, in conſcience, 
and duty tothe Proteſtatien, refuleto be go- 


verned by-it::-- 


Be confident, that not only my Prayers, 
but my true endevours. haye 'been , and by 
Gods Grace thalt continue, for Reformari- 
on. 1 know God hath fuffered many of his 
deare Saints. and Children-to fall imo great 
and hainousfinnes and offences , yer when 
he hath duly chaftifed them, afcer rrue repen - 
tance: hee harh' made chem greater in{tru- 
ments of his Glery, and the good of his 
Church, then in former times they were. 


E muftexpect for this, afwellas rhe reſt of 
my endevours for Truth and Peace. ,, your 
nſualt jeeres, ſcoffs,and enſures of reproba- 
tion and the like,, burmy comfort 15, that 
God knoweth who are his, and who arethe 
true Friends: and Enemies of the Church 

| 5s | ho and 
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and State, and that I have ſyncerely difchar- 
ged my conſcience, according to that weake 
talent I have received, in obedience to the 


Proteftation, for the good of both. 


I therefore you ſhall remayne ſtill my ad- 
verſaries for ſo doing, peradyenture I may. 
fora while longer ſuffer,yet it ſhall comfort 
me, thatitis for wel-doing, Whereas when 
you ſhall ſuffer as evill doers , you may 
(without timely repentance) everlaltingly 
periſh in the gain-ſayings of Core. For 
though handjoyne hand-in hand, God will 
not luffer the wicked to goe unpnniſhed. 
It you find any Materiall errour herein in- 
forme and convince mee thereof , and 
doc aflureyou on the Faith of a true_Prote- 
ſtant, I will endeyour Reformation, the like 
I commend unto you hereby,and expeRtrhe 
ſame from youas atriall 'of your profeſſion, 
which I ſhall plainly diſcover if wilfully: 
you continue and perſiſtin aknownerrour, 
and ſo Ibid you Farewell, 


Remayrung a conſtant Friend to Truth 


and 


(15) 

Tv.conclude, I hope by this timeyou 
have received full ſatisfation , why I hayec 
refuſed to ſubſcribe, yet let mee afſureyou 
thatif the Parliament ſhall think fit to alter 
that Government, I darenor, in conſcience, 
and duty totheProteſtatien, refuleto be go- 
verned by it. | 


- Beconfident, that not only my Prayers, 
but-my.true endeyours haye been, and by 
Gods Grace ſhall continue, for Reformari- 
on. 1 know God-hath ſuffered many of his 
deare Saints and Children to fall into great 
and hainous ſinnes and offences , yet when 
he hath-duly chaſtiſed them, after true repen- 
tance hee hath made them greater inſtru- 
ments of his Glery , 'and the good of his 
Church, then in former times they were. 


I muſt expe for this,aſwellas the reſt of 
my endevours for Truth and Peace , your 
nſuall jeeres, ſcoffs,and cenfures of reproba- 
tion and the like, burmy comfort 1s, that 
God knoweth who are his and who are the 
true Friends and Enemies of the Church 


CG and 
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aid State, and that I have ſyacerely diſchac- 
goed my conſcience; according to that weake 


talent L have received, in-obedience to the 


Proteſtation, for the good of both. 


I cherefore you ſhall remayne ill my ad. 
verſaries for ſo doing, peradventure I may 
fora while longer ſuffer,yer it ſhall comfort 
me, thatit is for wel-doing, (Whereas -wyhen 
you ſhall ſuffer as evill doers , you may 
(without timely repentance) everlaſtingly 
periſh in the gain-fayings of Core. For 
though handjoyne hand in hand, God will 
not tuffer the wicked to goe unpnniſhed. 
If you find any. Materiall errour herein in- 
forme and convince mee thereof , and1 
doc affureyou on the Faith of a true Prote- 
ſtant, I will endevour Reformation, the like 
I commend unto you hereby,and expeRtthe 
ſame from youas atriall 'of your profeſſion, 
which 1 ſhall plainly diſcover if wilfully 
\ youcontinue and perfiftin aknown errour, 
and ſo Ibid you Farewell, 


Remayning a conſtant Friend to Truth 
© 210-5144 reign = 
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and Peace, the only ſupport under God of 
the welfarcof the Church and Ste, 


And Yours I. W. 


Ianuarus primo 


1641, 


FIN1S. 
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and Peace, the only ſupport under God of 
the welfare of the Church and Ste, | 


And Yours I. W. 


lanuaru primo 


1641, 
FINIS. 
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